Reforming Texas Disenfranchisement Laws

Introduction *Already complete and turned in. Added for your review only. This will give you a general understanding as to what I am researching. I chose to look at 3 states: Texas, Florida and Maine. You can add other states if need be to clarify the research.
The most basic right of a citizen in a democracy is the right to vote and without this right, people can and will be easily ignored and even abused by their government. Texas law on voting with a felony conviction under Section 11.002 of the Texas Elections Code governs who is qualified to vote in Texas. As stated in this code, “qualified voter” means (4) has not been finally convicted of a felony or, if so convicted, has (A) fully discharged the sentence, including any term of incarceration, parole, or supervision, or completed a period of probation ordered by any court; or (B) been pardoned or otherwise released from resulting disability to vote. Ex-offenders should re-register to vote. Many states restore voting rights to individuals automatically after they exit jail or prison while others continue the bar on voting even while on probation or parole. A few permanently disenfranchise people with a past conviction or require they petition the government to have their right restored (Nonprofit VOTE, 2005). In Florida, individuals convicted of a felony now regain their right to vote upon completion of all the terms of their sentence – including prison, parole, probation and repayment of restitution or fines. The one exception is that any person convicted of a sex offense or murder permanently loos their right to vote unless granted a pardon to do so. On the other hand, in the states of Maine and Vermont, the right to vote is never taken away from individuals convicted of a felony, even while in prison. 
Texas has a terrible track records of voter suppression. A list from the Center for American Progress report some problems identified in the 2018 midterm elections that include voter registration problems, strict voter ID and ballot requirements to voter intimidation and harassment. The barriers tend to weigh heaviest on seniors, black and brown communities, and poor people (Van Cleve, 2020). One in 13 African Americans of voting age is disenfranchised, a rate more than four times greater than that of non-African Americans. Over 7.4 percent of the adult African American population is disenfranchised compared to 1.8 percent of the non-African American population (Uggen, Manza, Shannon 2016). African American disenfranchisement rates also vary significantly by state. In four states – Florida (21 percent), Kentucky (26 percent), Tennessee (21 percent), and Virginia (22 percent) – more than one in five African Americans is disenfranchised (Uggen, Manza, Shannon 2016). Despite significant legal changes in recent decades, over 6.1 million Americans remain disenfranchised in 2016. When broken down by race, it shows the disparities in the criminal justice system are linked to disparities in political representation. About 4.7 million adults who live, work, and pay taxes in their communities are banned from voting. Of this total, over one million are African Americans who have completed their sentences (Manza, Brooks, and Uggen 2004).
Professor Notes to me: 
This sounds like it will be a very interesting topic.  Have you planned what direction you will take it or are you waiting to develop that further as you find what research is out there?  One word of caution, it is great that you cite your sources, but try to put things into your own words just a bit more.  I want to see your thoughts and explanations, not a compilation of what has already been said. ﻿
LITERATURE REVIEW- 7-8 pages (Due Saturday 10/31 no later than Sunday 11/01)
Students are expected to read and review historical and recent research on their problem when developing a literature review. 

Students should find 20-25 sources within the reference section of their paper. 
Research sources may include books, peer reviewed publications, government publications and professional trade journals. ﻿﻿﻿
I would suggest using EBSCO, NCJRS, BJA, ONDCP, OJJDP, FirstGov, and other credible websites. WIKIPEDIA IS NOT ALLOWED. Any online sources other than these do require the student to contact the instructor so the credibility of the website can be assessed.



SELECTION OF RELEVANT CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORY- 2-3 pages (Due 11/07)
Students should review pertinent criminological theories and provide a rationale as to why the problem under investigation has a basis in a particular criminological theory (in your informed opinion) and provide research on the problem and your belief of a theoretical basis. 

Make sure to use in text citations using author last name, year of publication and page numbers regarding information on the problem (Siegel, 2004, p. 85). Students should also check EBSCO and NCJRS to determine if there are prior studies describing the problem. 

Any online sources other than these do require the student to contact the instructor so the credibility of the website can be assessed.
CASE(S)- 2 pages (Due 11/14)
Students should thoroughly review credible websites such as EBSCO, First Gov,
LexisNexis Oyez.org, and FindLaw, to determine to what extent the problem has been identified within the court system. 

In the event students find the particular problem has not been identified within the courts, 
students should research case precedents within the court system which are closely associated with the particular problem. 

Students should provide a thorough background of the case and the judicial opinion of the case. Any online sources other than these do require the student to contact the instructor so the credibility of the website can be assessed.
POSITION – 2 pages (Due 11/21)
Articulate your beliefs clearly and cogently regarding the position you espouse as being the best way to address the problem you are discussing. 

Support your thoughts with a logical process of critical thinking that provides irrefutable evidence of your beliefs- provide an informed opinion based on what you have learned doing your research yet using your own creative thought process. 

Exemplary papers will include a plan of action to support your position yet oblige alternative positions on how your idea(s) might be implemented.
ALTERNATIVE POSITIONS – 1-2 pages (Due 11/28)
Provide an in-depth description of other alternatives that may provide a logical solution to your position. Feedback from classmates via the discussion board may assist you in this aspect.

CRITICAL REFLECTION- 2 pages (Due 12/5)
Using critical thinking and reflection skills, provide an explanation of how the problem under investigation, your position, and alternative positions might affect the three elements of the criminal justice system; police, courts and corrections. 

Provide an explanation of how the problem under investigation, your position, and alternative positions could also affect the federal, state and local government(s).

CONCLUSION – 1-2 pages (Due 12/11)
Use a detailed final description which ties the problem, theory, literature review, position and alternative positions together into a clear statement which addresses the overall problem.

REFERENCES- 2-3 pages (Due 12/11)
Include a detailed References section using APA format. 
Papers with incorrect APA format will be returned with no grade for revision.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Pertinent information:

Please note that this assignment is through Safe Assignment and I will not accept any submissions with a 50% or more Matching Percentage.  

If your Matching Percentage is 50% or more you will receive an automatic “F” for the assignment.   This information will then be reported to the Dr. Bobby Hall and he will handle any further sanctions from the University. 

Furthermore, there will be a great reduction in your grade for Matching Percentages between 21% and 49%.   

The only allowable Matching Percentage is 0 % t o20%. 

This must be submitted in APA format. Papers must be submitted in Times New Roman 12 Point Font.
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